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meadows and cultivated fields, in
wooded areas, on rotten logs, on wood
piles stored for winter use, under
buildings, on compost piles, and in
caves. They grow in the highlands as
well as in lowlands and probably no
summer day goes by that a person
does not walk in the vicinity of a
mushroom, usually of an edible kind
When it comes to growing mush-
rooms artificially, only one species
(Agaricus campestris) is commonly
considered; this is the species most
liiely to be grown by the amateur.

SPECIES AND VARIETIES : A few of the
more important types of edible mush-
rooms which may be cultivated are
listed here:

Field Mushroom (Agaricus cam-
pestris) has a straight stem from the
point of departure from the my-
celium to the cap. The smooth cap
may be white or ivory to the shade of
brown; the gills are different shades
of pink; the spores are black. Field
mushrooms always have a ring of fila-
mentous tissue midway up the stem.
The very small types are called
Alaska mushrooms and are listed
under Snow White and Silver King.
The large brown types are "Bohemia"
mushrooms, with no particular va-
rieties listed. "Columbia" often refers
to the cream-colored types belonging
to this species.

Horse Mushroom (Agaricus ar-
vensis] is a larger type than the
above, otherwise very similar, except
that it has two rings on the stem. It
has a similar flavor, and some of the
dark mushrooms which are cultivated
may belong to this species.

Almond-Flavored Mushroom
(Agaricus fabaceus] is, as its name in-
dicates, a type having a very charac-
teristic almond flavor or odor. It is

characterized by a persistent veil and
is found in cultivated ground, often
in greenhouse soils which have been
made from composted manure, plant-
refuse, and soil. The lower surface of
the veil is covered with frosty scales.
It requires a higher temperature than
the other species and does not yield
quite as well as the field mushroom.
Small Midget Mushroom (Agari-
cus silvicola] is found growing in
wooded areas and is the smallest of
the Agaricus types. It sends up its
fruiting bodies during the heat of the
summer and requires at least ten de-
grees more temperature than the
others.

Shaggy-Mane or Horsetail Mush-
room (Coprinus comatus} is an edi-
ble type that has a very unattractive
appearance; when it is ready to pick,
it looks like a closed parasol with a
very rough, shaggy exterior. The cap
never opens out like a toadstool and
it soon disintegrates into a black
slimy mass which is full of spores. It
often grows as a weed in beds of field
mushroom. It grows six inches tall on
a long slender stem with a slight en-
largement at its base.

Ink-Gap Mushroom (Coprinus
atramentarius] is a smaller edition of
the Horsetail and usually occurs in
clusters, also as a weed in mushroom
beds. The baby mushroom of this
group (Coprinus micaceus] is found
in large masses around decayed
stumps and logs, usually in the shade
of trees.

Parasol Mushroom (Lepiota pro-
cera) is a tall-growing, slender-
stemmed type, with a rough cap and
white spores, often found growing on
lawns and in meadows. The plants
are very conspicuous, growing to a
height of 10 inches. The cap is red-
dish-brown and the scales are a